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ORCHARD 
ACQUISITION  
COMPLETED
Allan Murphy 

SELECT Harvests Limited has completed the acquisi-
tion of Piangil Almond Orchard.

The Piangil Almond Orchard is a high yielding “top 
quartile” orchard in the Sunraysia almond growing 
region, about 86 kilometres from Select Harvests’ 
Carina West processing centre.

The acquisition is comprised of 1566ha of almond 
orchards of which 1177ha are mature planting and 
389ha are immature, 1877ML of high reliability water 
entitlements and 622ML of low reliability water enti-
tlements and 641ha of unplanted land.

Select Harvests’ managing director Paul Thompson 
said the acquisition of the Piangil Almond Orchard 
would increase Select Harvests’ planted area by 20 
per cent from 7696 hectares to 9262 hectares and is 
expected to increase Select Harvests’ almond produc-
tion by about 4600 tonnes.

“We have been working closely with the Piangil 
operations team during the pre-completion period to 
ensure a smooth ownership transition,” Mr Thomp-
son said.

“Our immediate focus post-completion will be to 
invest in equipment and infrastructure to improve 
almond quality, harvest risk mitigation and irrigation 
efficiency.”

The October Almond Board of Australia Position Re-
port (March-October) reported a 129 per cent month 
on month increase in almond exports, with 10,827MT 
shipped in October 2020 — the highest October ex-
port shipment on record.

“The continuing strong shipment numbers out of 
California and Australia are a positive sign for Select 
Harvests 2021 almond marketing campaign,” Mr 
Thompson said.

“It is very pleasing to see continued strong demand 
from the India, China and European markets.

“Tree health and crop outlook remain positive, with 
appropriate contingencies in place for the forecasted 
wetter conditions over the harvest period.

“With nut size now established, our focus has 
turned to weight accumulation, harvest preparation 
and orchard hygiene.”

Euston Club powers up
Allan Murphy 

AFTER three years from first concept to 
final commissioning, the Euston Club 
is now one of the first clubs in Australia 
with its own clean energy on-site solar 
generated power plant.

The microgrid provides almost all of 
the club’s energy needs, substantially 
reducing its annual power bill, while at 
the same time being good for the envi-
ronment thanks to a partnership with 
Vellocet Clean Energy (VCE).

VCE CEO Emile Abdurahman said the 
project was an Australian-first for a reg-
istered club.

“We were delighted to partner with 
the Euston Club on delivering this in-
novative $1.9 million microgrid,” Mr 
Abdurahman said.

“Microgrids are the future of renewable 
energy and give customers their own on-
site power plant,” he said.

“They are not reliant on the main pow-
er grid so customers don’t have to worry 
about high prices or power outages, but 
they’re connected to the grid so excess 
renewable energy can be sold back into 
the main power supply, in a win-win for 
the environment.”

Euston Club CEO Ray Jones said the 
Euston Club and the Murray River region 
were leading the way in clean energy in-
novation in Australia.

“Not only do we reduce our power bill 
by about $200,000 annually but, as im-
portantly, we are doing our bit for the 
environment and for our members,” Mr 
Jones said.

“Being in a regional area, and on the 
edge of the grid, we were subject to pow-
er outages and high prices but that is no 
longer the case.

“The renewable energy we are produc-
ing is even powering our two new elec-
tric vehicle charging stations.

“We are excited to be one of the only 
places offering this service in this part 
of the region and we look forward to see-
ing more visitors and members drop in 
to charge their electric vehicles and it’s 
such an exciting look into the future of 

this industry.”
Mr Abdurahman said the true innova-

tion, however, came with the automated 
microgrid controller which uses artificial 
intelligence to control the renewable en-
ergy flows between the solar panels, the 
battery storage and the grid controlling 
of energy flows.

“This is what future power systems will 
look like,” he said.

“Instead of relying on big coal-fired 
power stations, you will have clusters 
of microgrids with batteries and solar 
systems at commercial and residential 
premises.”

The microgrid comprises on-site so-
lar installations (including a solar farm, 

roof top and car park mounted solar sys-
tems), battery energy storage and elec-
tric vehicle charging stations to supply 
load but also connect to the local grid to 
feed power back in when required by Es-
sential Energy or the national wholesale 
energy market.

This is controlled by the latest energy 
technology in microgrid control sys-
tems.

VCE is working with other registered 
clubs in the Murray River and Riverina 
regions to roll out more microgrids un-
der its “Clean Energy for Clubs” pro-
gram.

Work began in November 2020 on the 
Moama Bowling Club microgrid.

Euston Club Resort CEO Ray Jones at the solar farm. Picture: OTTO STUDIOS, 
MILDURA
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PRIMARY HEALTH MEDICAL CENTRE NEWS
EARLY DETECTION OF 
SKIN CANCER
The Primary Health Medical Centre are 
pleased to announce the arrival of their new 
Automated Total Body Mapping machine 
(high-tech FotoFinder system).

This allows for full body photographic 
records that are available for comparison 
at a later date such that changes to skin 
lesions are detected early.  The system 

also uses revolutionary artifi cial intelligence 
technology to assist detection and augment 
diagnosis. 

WHY SHOULD I SEE A DR?

It is the most common form of cancer. The 
good news:  skin cancer is in general both 
easy to identify and – in the early stages 
– easy to treat.  Early detection minimizes 
the severity of the disease.  For this reason, 
you should let a doctor check you regularly.

AM I A HIGH-RISK PATIENT?
If you can answer ‘Yes” to any of these 
questions, please make an appointment.
•  Do you have a light skin type that is 

sensitive to the sun?

•  Do you have a lot of pigmentation marks?

•  Do you have large congenital pigmentation 
marks?

•  Did you get sunburn as a child or teenager?

•  Do you have atypical birthmarks or those 
that have recently changed?

•  Have you already developed skin cancer 
yourself?

•  Are you regularly exposed to strong 
sunlight?

For more information or make an appointment 
contact the Primary Health Medical Centre on 
Ph: 03 5033 9900

Stay Clean Stay 1.5m Apart Stay Home if Unwell

Dr Svitlana Kelada and Steven Kerr Dr Zeest Naveed and Noella Morris
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